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In Memoriam, Professor Bernard Dov Spolsky,  
z”l (1932–2022)

We were saddened to learn of the death of Professor Bernard Dov Spolsky, our 
close colleague and a member of the advisory board of the Journal of Jewish 
Languages. Spolsky was a prolific scholar and a leader not only in Jewish lan-
guages but in several fields, including applied linguistics, educational linguis-
tics, sociolinguistics, and language policy.

Spolsky grew up in New Zealand and, in the 1950s, earned his BA and MA at 
the University of New Zealand. He spent a few years in Israel and then earned 
his PhD at the Université de Montréal. After starting his university teaching 
career in North America, he moved back to Israel in 1980 and spent the rest 
of his career at Bar-Ilan University. His teaching spanned English, Linguistics, 
Anthropology, and Education. He held leadership roles in several organiza-
tions, including the American Association of Applied Linguistics, the Israel 
Association of Applied Linguistics, and the International TESOL Association.

Several of his books served as foundations for entire fields and were trans-
lated into multiple languages: Educational Linguistics: An Introduction (1978), 
Conditions for Second Language Learning: Introduction to a General Theory 
(1989), Measured Words: The Development of Objective Language Testing (1995), 
Language Policy (2004), and Language Management (2009). Drawing data 
from languages as diverse as Navajo, Māori, Samoan, Aramaic, Hebrew, and 
Palestinian Arabic, he made theoretical and methodological contributions 
that have influenced generations of scholars and practitioners.

Within our field, he offered an in-depth study of Jewish multilingualism in 
the first century in 1985 and, later, an impressive synthesis of research on the 
sociology of many Jewish languages in his 2014 book, The Languages of the Jews: 
A Sociolinguistic History, as well as in a 2016 book, The Languages of Diaspora 
and Return. He also studied the languages around him in current times, pro-
ducing The Languages of Israel: Policy, Ideology and Practice (1999, with Elana 
Shohamy) and The Languages of Jerusalem (1991, with Robert L. Cooper). He 
presented Hebrew language revitalization as a case study that could be useful 
to any community concerned about language shift.

Spolsky served as the Editor-in-Chief of Applied Linguistics, Language Policy, 
and The Asia TEFL Journal and edited dozens of books and journal issues. His 
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research and editorial work brought together scholars who would not nor-
mally encounter one another and fields of research that might not otherwise 
intersect. Examples include his research on language use in the Old City of 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem and his study of immigrant identities and language 
use in Israel and Germany.

Beyond his academic accomplishments, Dov Spolsky was known in many 
circles as a consummate mensch. He approached his editorial and reviewing 
work with generosity and served as a mentor for many scholars. He collabo-
rated with many, often inviting them to co-author articles and co-edit books 
with him. In an obituary of his friend and colleague Robert Cooper, Spolsky 
quoted his own son Joel praising Cooper, including “how kind and nice he 
was … he was consistently considerate and gracious in ways that ordinary mor-
tals couldn’t even think of” (Spolsky 2013:106). Anyone who engaged with Dov 
Spolsky would agree that this also applied to him.

The Journal of Jewish Languages, its editors, and its publishing house, Brill, 
extend their deepest condolences to Dov’s family and friends.
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